Nes ES R 


52 “UNDER WASATCH SKIES” 


the wooden roller from his bed and in a calm voice told 
o enthering outside his door that he knew that the 
door was lina, nd that they could break in but that 
he would kill the first one ..!:7 came in. There were no 
volunteers to be first. The next morning, uron leaving 
the hotel, a mob with ropes surrounded him. He felt mis 
time to die had come and asked to speak a few last words. 
I had one little wish to impress upon their 


minds, and that was that some of them had to die 
in the operation and I did not wish to kill any man 
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later called upon when the people experienced the Indian 
troubles. 


The success that the people had in dealing with the 
Indians was in no small measure due to the courage of 
leaders like William M. Wall. 


that had a drop of honest blood in him; if there 
were any such men J begged them to withdraw and 
let the worst hounds they had remain to do the 
deed, as I should certainly kill three or four.'* 


The members of the mob suddenly felt very honest 
and withdrew. 


William Wall was appointed Marshall of Provo and 
Utah County Sheriff shortly after his return, and be- 
cause of the presence of the United States Army under 
General Johnston and the resultant friction between 
Mormons and anti-Mormons his time in office was sel- 
dom dull. Jllustrative of this is the casual reference in 
the Deseret News of January 6, 1859, that last Friday 
evening when W. M. Wall, Marshall of Provo, was walk- 
ing through the streets of that city a ball was shot 
through his hat and grazed his head and knocked him 
down. 


He had many experiences dealing with the Indians 
which later proved invaluable to the people of Wasatch 
County. His ranch in the mouth of Provo Canyon was 
among the first settlements in the Provo Valley. He 
served as the first presiding elder of the valley and was 


“Ibid. 


William Wall 
and his five wives, 
Nancy, Erma, 
Elizabeth, Suzie, 

and Sarah 
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A brief account of the military leader, William 

| Madison Wall, will illustrate the courageous leadership 
“available to the Wasatch pioneers in meeting the Indian 
threat. He was ihe son of Isaac and Nancy Wall, born 
September 30, 1821, in Rottenham County, North Caro- 

| ina. He joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 


7 Saints in 1842, and when the-saints left Nauvoo, Illinois, 


„on their westward march he accompanied them. He 
‘assisted in organizing the Mormon Battalion, and in 
1850 he crossed the plains in the seventh pioneer com- 
‘pany as a captain of fifty.” He settled in Provo, Utah, 
and was biship of the Provo Fourth Ward there from 
1852 to 1854. In 1856 the Church called him for a mis- 
‘sion to Australia, where he served as President of the 
New South Wales Conference until June of 1857." 


His return from Australia in charge of a company 

.of Mormon immigrants serves to illustrate Walls cour- 
,age and tenacity. Upon arriving in California he found 
much animosity. An immigrant train for California had 
| been massacred at Mountain Meadows, in southern Utah, 
{and feeling against the Mormon people was running high. 
During the night various groups of angered citizens 
| sought his life even though he had just that day arrived 
\ by ship in San Pedro. Twice they threatened to break 
„into his hotel room to kill him. Being unarmed, he tore 


| EI bid. 

| “Biographical papers of Andrew Jenson,” (L. D. S. Church 
| Historian’s Office, Salt Lake City, 1916). 51 UNS 
"Journal History, December 12, 1857. f 
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